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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

The drawings are objected to because in Figure 1, descriptive labels are omitted and the 
reference numbers are unclear. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) 
are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior 
version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an 
amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the 
appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the 
remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of 
the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be 
necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after 
the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" 
or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 24-26 are objected to because of the following reasons: The preamble of the 
claims recite "The method as claimed in claim 17" however, it should read, "The method as 
claimed in claim 23". Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 7-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Watanabe 
(U.S. Pat. 7,254,096). 

Regarding claim 7, Watanabe teaches an information system in a vehicle (see figure 3, in- 
car information processor 1) the information system comprising: a storage medium for storing 
data (see col. 6, In. 7; an optical disk); a drive device for driving the storage medium (see col. 6, 
In. 4-6 and figure 3, secondary storage section 19); and a control device (see figure 3, CPU 22 
and corresponding description) configured to control the drive device at two or more different 
speeds including a first speed and a second speed, wherein the first speed is higher than the 
second speed (see col. 6, In. 9-14); wherein the control device is configured: to determine a 
standstill state of the vehicle using sensor data (see col. 8, In. 13-23); and to control the drive 
device at the first speed if the vehicle is at a standstill (see col. 8, In. 23-28). 

In the present embodiment of Watanabe, the optical disk of the secondary storage section 
19 is utilized for reproducing data to be recorded in the recording secondary storage section 18, 
which is a high capacity storage means, such as a hard disk drive, capable of recording and 
reproducing data (see col. 5, In. 62-65). Furthermore, Watanabe discloses copying data from a 
hard disk drive to an optical disk, where the speed of the optical disk is controlled according to 
need (see col. 1, In. 23-33). Therefore it is obvious to an artisan in the art that the control device 
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(CPU 22) can be configured to reproduce data from hard disk drive 18 and store data on the 
optical disk storage medium by driving the drive device 19 at different speeds based on a current 
state of the vehicle. 

Regarding claim 8, Watanabe teaches the control device is configured to determine a 
movement state of the vehicle using the sensor data and to control the drive device at the second 
speed if the vehicle is moving (see col. 8, In. 28-33). 

Regarding claim 9, Watanabe teaches wherein the information system comprises a 
navigation system (see col. 4, In. 28-31 and col. 5, In. 40-43) and the data comprises map data 
(see col. 5, In. 65-67 and col. 7, In. 4-1 1). 

Regarding claim 10, the sensor data comprises speed data, selector lever setting data or 
handbrake setting data (see col. 5, In. 43-54 and col. 10, In. 30-34). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Watanabe teaches wherein the information system is configured to 
receive the sensor data via a data bus (see col. 5, In. 46-50 and figure 3; the sensor section 16 is 
connected to via terminal 10, which is a data bus). 

Regarding claim 12, Watanabe teaches the control device is configured to determine the 
speed of the vehicle using the sensor data (see col. 5, In. 43-54) and to control the drive device as 
a function of the speed of the vehicle at third and fourth speeds which are different from one 
another (see 7, In. 34-col. 8, In. 12; a third and fourth speed is realized as the velocity of the disk 
increases or decreases when changing from a first speed to a second speed or from a second 
speed to a first speed). Watanabe further discloses that the speed of the optical disk may be 
changed to more than three stages depending on a sensor input, such as vibrations (see col. 10, 
In. 54-58). It is obvious to an artisan in the art that as vehicle speed increases, so does vibrations. 
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Since Watanabe discloses detecting the vehicle speed by generating a vehicle speed pulse 
synchronized with the revolutions of the wheels (see col. 9, In. 1-4) it is obvious to an artisan in 
the art that the speed of the optical disk can be changed to more than three stages based on the 
sensor input of detected speed. Furthermore, since the general conditions of the claim are 
disclosed by Watanabe, optimizing the speed of the drive device as a function of the velocity of 
the vehicle involves only routine skill in the art, and is therefore obvious. See In re Alter, 105 
USPQ 233. 

Regarding claims 13-22: claims 13-22 have limitations similar to those treated in the 
above rejection(s), and are met by the references as discussed above. 

Regarding claims 23-26: method claims 23-26 are drawn to the method of using the 
corresponding apparatus claimed in claims 7, 8, 11, and 12. Therefore method claims 23-26 
correspond to apparatus claims 7, 8, 11, and 12 and are rejected for the same reasons of 
obviousness as used above. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JASON C. OLSON whose telephone number is (571)272-7560. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Thursday 7:30-5:30; alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph H. Feild can be reached on (571)272-4090. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Jason C Olson/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2627 



